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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Will (US 
6721410). 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Will discloses a chatting system, having secret attendance 
function, constituted in a chatting server for controlling the video, audio, and text 
chatting between the users connected to Internet through their terminals, characterized 
by comprising: 

an attendance list control system for checking that each of the connected 
attendant is a general attendant, a public attendant, or a secret attendant and 
registering the attendant thereafter {col. 4, lines 17-50, user B assigns different levels 
of permissions to users records defining how much information each individual user can 
have access to records; referring to figure 3, user C can be accessed by the entire 
public that is in communication with user B; user C can only be accessed by users A 
and D when they are in video conference with user B, etc.): 
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a video control system for receiving video chatting data from the terminals of the 
connected general attendants (col. 5, lines 10-58, video, audio, and/or text data can be 
used in any chat room); 

an audio control system for receiving audio chatting data from the terminals of 
the connected general attendants (col. 5, lines 10-58, video, audio, and/or text data can 
be used in any chat room); and 

a text control system for receiving text chatting data from the terminals of the 
connected general attendants (co/. 5, lines 10-58, video, audio, and/or text data can be 
used in any chat room). 

4. Regarding claims 7 and 1 1 , A method for providing a chatting service having 
secret attendance function, that provides video, audio, and text chatting between the 
users connected to Internet through their terminals, characterized by comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) receiving a chatting room and a chatting mode from a connected attendant 
(col. 5, lines 40-58, virtual chat room and either video, text, and/or audio chat modes); 

(b) if the chatting mode of said attendant inputted in said step (a) is general 
mode, receiving chatting data from the terminal of said attendant and transmitting said 
chatting data to the general-mode attendants (col. 5, lines 10-58, virtual chat room and 
either video, text, and/or audio chat modes); 

(c) if the chatting mode of said attendant inputted in said step (a) is public mode 
and said chatting room allows public mode, transmitting said chatting data of step (b) to 
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the terminals of the attendants being connected with public mode (col. 5, lines 10-58, 
virtual chat room and either video, text, and/or audio chat modes); and 

(d) if the chatting mode of said attendant inputted in said step (a) is secret mode 
and said chatting room allows secret mode, transmitting said chatting data of step (b) 
to the terminals of the attendants being connected with secret mode (col. 5, lines 10- 
58, virtual chat room and either video, text, and/or audio chat modes). 

5. Regarding claim 2, Will further discloses a chatting system having secret 
attendance function as claimed in claim 1 , characterized in that said attendance list 
control system transmits control signals, each of which indicates that each of said 
connected attendants is a general attendant, a public attendant, or a secret attendant, 
to said video control system, said audio control system, and said text control system 
(figure 3, indicates public and private chat rooms, and figure 5 shows different chat 
rooms, and col. 5, lines 10-58 shows video, audio, and/or text chat modes). 

6. Regarding claim 3, Will further discloses a chatting system having secret 
attendance function as claimed in claim 1 , characterized in that said attendance list 
control system transmits the list of general attendance and the list of public attendance, 
connected to said chatting server, to the terminals of the general attendants and the 
public attendants and the secret attendants (figure 3, indicates public and private chat 
rooms, and figure 5 shows different chat rooms). 
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7. Regarding claim 4, Will further discloses a chatting system having secret 
attendance function as claimed in claim 1 , characterized in that said video control 
system transmits said video chatting data, received from the terminals of the general 
attendants connected to said chatting server, to the terminals of the general attendants, 
the public attendants, and the secret attendants (figure 3, indicates public and private 
chat rooms, and figure 5 shows different chat rooms). 

8. Regarding claim 5, Will further discloses a chatting system having secret 
attendance function as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that said audio control 
system transmits said audio chatting data, received from the terminals of the general 
attendants connected to said chatting server, to the terminals of the general attendants, 
the public attendants, and the secret attendants (figure 3, indicates public and private 
chat rooms, and figure 5 shows different chat rooms). 

9. Regarding claim 6, Will further discloses a chatting system having secret 
attendance function as claimed in claim 1 , characterized in that said text control system 
transmits said text chatting data, received from the terminals of the general attendants 
connected to said chatting server, to the terminals of the general attendants, the public 
attendants, and the secret attendants (figure 3, indicates public and private chat rooms, 
and figure 5 shows different chat rooms). 
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1 0. Regarding claims 8 and 1 2, Will further discloses a method for providing a 
chatting service having secret attendance function as claimed in claim 7, characterized 
in that said steps of transmitting said chatting data include transmitting video data, audio 
data, and/or text data (col. 5, lines 10-58 shows video, audio, and/or text chat modes). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 9, Will further discloses a method for providing a chatting 
service having secret attendance function as claimed in claim 7, characterized in that 
said step (a) further comprises the step of transmitting the list information on the 
attendants connected with general mode to the terminals of the general attendants and 
the public attendants and the secret attendants (figure 3, indicates public and private 
chat rooms, and figure 5 shows different chat rooms, and col. 5, lines 10-58 shows 
video, audio, and/or text chat modes). 

12. Regarding claim 10, Will further discloses a method for providing a chatting 
service having secret attendance function as claimed in claim 7, characterized in that 
said step (b) further comprises the step of transmitting the list information on the 
attendants connected with public mode to the terminals of the general attendants and 
the public attendants and the secret attendants (figure 3, indicates public and private 
chat rooms, and figure 5 shows different chat rooms, and col. 5, lines 10-58 shows 
video, audio, and/or text chat modes). 
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1 3. Regarding claims 1 3-1 8, Will further discloses a method for providing a chatting 
service having secret attendance function as claimed in claim 1 1 , characterized in that 
said step (a) further comprises the step of transmitting the list information on the 
attendants connected with general mode to the terminals of the general attendants, 
transmitting the list information on the attendants connected with general mode to the 
terminals of the public attendants, transmitting the list information on the attendants 
connected with general mode to the terminals of the secret attendants, transmitting the 
list information on the attendants connected with public mode to the terminals of the 
general attendants, transmitting the list information on the attendants connected with 
public mode to the terminals of the public attendants, and transmitting the list 
information on the attendants connected with public mode to the terminals of the secret 
attendants (referring to figure 3, different connections can be achieved. For example, 
user C is connected to all members of the public in communication with user B, while 
user C is only connected to users A and D when they are in video conference with user 
B. Referring to other possible combinations in figure 3). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Martin (US 6931 114) and Baiter et al. (6901379) are considered 
pertinent to the claimed invention. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huyen X. Vo whose telephone number is 571-272-7631. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Edouard can be reached on 571-272-7603. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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